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[lonesHaa nekcrka no teme
«Bnaeopasbop:
okcpopackana 3anatasa — 3a
N NPOTUB>»

Say you're helping plan a friend's party, and
he sends you a text asking you to “bring
Bob, a D) and a clown”. You're pretty
impressed. You had no idea Bob was so
multitalented. But when the day arrives, it
turns out that he's not, and you were
supposed to bring three different people. As
you and Bob sit at the silent, clownless party,
it occurs to you that the confusion could've
been avoided simply by using another
comma after D).

This final comma in a list, placed directly
before the main conjunction, such as and,
or, or nor, is called the serial comma, or
Oxford comma. And it has long driven
grammar nerds crazy because even major
language institutions can't agree on
whether it should be used.

say (34ecb) — cKaxkeM, MpPeaAnooXNM

a text (3aecb) — cMcC

to bring — npueectn

pretty impressed — Becbma BneyaT/ieH

multitalented — HageneHHbIN
Pa3HOO6pPa3HbIMY TanaHTaMu

to arrive (34ecb) — HaCTyNnUTL
to turn out — oka3sblBaTbLCA

to be supposed to do smth — 6bITb
AOMIKHBIM UTO-TO cAenatb

to occur to smb — npuxoanTb KOMY-1M60 B
rON0BY, OCEHSATb KOro-1mbo

confusion — nyTaHuLa
to avoid — nsberatb

a comma — 3andATad

directly — npsimo, HenocpeACTBEHHO
a conjunction — coro3

a serial comma = Oxford comma —
cepuiiHasa nnm okchopackast 3anaTas

to drive smb crazy — cBoanTb KOro-nmbo c
yma

a nerd — 6oTaHuk, daHat

to agree on smth — gocturate cornawleHmns
B YeM-11b0, JOroBapmBaTLCS O YeM-Tnbo
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Ironically, the Oxford comma is more
common in the United States, where it's
recommended by the MLA, the Chicago
Style Manual, and the US Government
Printing Office, though not by the AP Style
Book.

In the UK and other English-speaking
countries, most style guides do not support
the comma's use, with the exception of its
namesake, the Oxford University Press.
Why not use the serial comma? One of the
main arguments is that the conjunction is
usually enough to denote a separate
entity. And where it's not, like in your ill-
fated invite list, changing the order of
terms will usually do the job.

Journalists also dislike the comma because it
takes up precious space and can make text
look cluttered. Sometimes, it can even
create confusion of its own. For example, if
your friend had asked for “Bob, a D) and a
puppy”, you'd probably figure out that
they're three separate beings. Puppies are
cute, but they don't make great DJs. With
the comma, you may think Bob is the DJ, and
all you need is him and the puppy.

ironically — kak H¥ cTpaHHo,
napazoKcanbHO

COMMON — CBOMCTBEHHbI, 06LLEeNPUHSATBLIN

the MLA Style Manual (MLA = Modern
Language Association of America) —
PYKOBOZCTBO MO CTUA0 GOPMaTUPOBAHUS U
unTnpoBaHus MJIA

the Chicago Style Manual — pykoBogcTBO Mo
Ynkarckomy cTuio GopMaTUpoOBaHUS U
LUTVUPOBAHUA

the US Government Printing Office —
areHTCTBO neyaTu npasuTenscrea CLUA

the AP Style Book (AP = Associated Press) —
PYKOBOZCTBO MO CTUA0 1 GOPMaTUPOBAHUIO
AP

with the exception of — 3a nckntoueHnem

a namesake — Te3ka

an argument (34ecb) — aprymeHT

to denote — 0603HauvaThb

a separate entity — otAgenbHoe NoHATUE
ill-fated — 3n10M0NYYHbIN

an invite list — cnncok npurnaeHHbIX

an order — nopsA0K

a term (34ecCb) — MyHKT

to do the job — caenatb cBOE feno

to take up space — 3aHVMaTb MeCTO
precious — AparoueHHbI

cluttered — rpoMo34KNIA, NepeHackbILEeHHbI
to figure out (3gecb) — goragatbcs

a separate being — oTaenbHOe CyLLeCcTBO
cute — MUNbIN

to make smb (3peCb) — CTAHOBUTLCA KEM-
nméo
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The argument over the Oxford comma has
raised such strong passions over the years
that a sort of truce has been reached. The
common wisdom is that its use is optional,
and depends on whether it will help to avoid
confusion. For one thing, you're supposed
to keep your use or avoidance of the
Oxford comma consistent throughout a
whole piece of writing. So, using it only
where necessary is not an option.

And the very idea of a grammatical rule
being optional is a bit odd. Imagine that you
hadn't messed up the party planning, and
read the next day that “everyone had a great
time — ninjas, pirates, vikings, old and
young”. If the Oxford comma were standard,
you would notice it missing and conclude
that old and young must describe the
awesome guests already listed. But as
things stand, you will always wonder
whether it means that a bunch of regular,
boring kids and old people showed up as
well.

to raise strong passions — HakasfaTb CTPacTy
a truce — cornawueHve o nepemnpun
to reach — pgocturatb

common wisdom — 06LLEeNpUHATasa Touka
3peHus

optional — Heobs13aTeNbHbIN

to depend on — 3aBuceTb OT

for one thing — npexge Bcero

avoidance — n3bexaHwve

to keep smth consistent (3zecb) —
MOCTOSIHHO MpPUAEPXNBaTbCA Yero-anmbo
odd — cTpaHHbI

to mess smth up — ncnopTUTb UTO-NN6O
a ninja /'nind3s/ — HMHA3A

a pirate — nunpat

a viking /'var.kin/ — BUKWHI

Missing — OTCYTCTBYOLLMIA, HEAOCTAOLLMIA
to conclude — caenaTb BbIBO/,

awesome — LUMKapHbIN, paHTacTUYeCKmin
listed — nepeynicneHHbIN B CNUCKe

as things stand — cyas no Bcemy

to wonder (34ecb) — COMHeBaTbCA

a bunch of — ropctka, rpynna

regular (34ecb) — OBbIKHOBEHHbI

to show up — 06BABUTLCS, MPUXOANTL
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Ultimately, the serial comma may be useful
or annoying, but your opinion on it, as for
many optional things, probably has
something to do with whichever style you
were raised on. Your high school teachers
favored it? It's likely you're still using it.
Your first editor hated it? You probably do,
too. And maybe so much hairsplitting over
a tiny squiggle on a page is a bit silly. After
all, there are so many bigger problems to
worry about. But sometimes, little things can
make a big difference.

ultimately — B KOHe4YHOM cueTe
annoying — paszApaxatoLLnii
whichever — kakoi 6bl HW

to raise — BoCNNTbLIBATL

high school — cTapluve knaccel

to favour — okasblBaTb npegnoyTeHmne
likely — BMAKMO, BNOMHE BEPOATHO

an editor — pegakrtop

hairsplitting over smth — meno4yHble
NPUANPKNA K YeMy-Tnbo

tiny — KpoLueYHbIi
a squiggle — 3aBNTOK, 3aKoptroyKa

to make a difference (3gecb) — MeTb
60/blLUOe 3HaYeHne




