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OTpbIBKM paccKka3oB u3
kKHurn “The Last Wish”

As usual, cats and children noticed him first.
A striped tomcat sleeping on a sun-warmed
stack of wood, shuddered, raised his round
head, pulled back his ears, hissed and bolted
off into the nettles. Three-year-old Dragomir,
fisherman Trigla’s son, who was sitting on
the hut's threshold doing his best to make
dirtier an already dirty shirt, started to
scream as he fixed his tearful eyes on the
passing rider.

The witcher rode slowly, without trying to
overtake the hay-cart obstructing the road. A
laden donkey trotted behind him, stretching
its neck and constantly pulling the cord tied
to the witcher's pommel tight. In addition to
the usual bags, the long-eared animal was
lugging a large shape, wrapped in a
saddlecloth, on its back. The gray-white
flanks of the ass were covered with black
streaks of dried blood.

The stranger was not old but his hair was
almost entirely white. Beneath his coat he
wore a worn leather jerkin laced up at the
neck and shoulders. As he took off his coat
those around him noticed that he carried a
sword — not something unusual in itself,
nearly every man in Wyzim carried a weapon
— but no one carried a sword strapped to
his back as if it were a bow or a quiver.

MNepBbIMY, KaK 0BbIYHO, Ha Hero ob6paTUIn
BHMMaHMe KOLWKK 1 geTu. Monocatbiii
KOTApa, APeMaBLUNM HA HAarpeTol CoNHUEeM
NosIeHHWLe, MPUNOAHSAN KPYT/yto rO0BY,
npwvxan ywmn, GbipkHY 1 FOPKHY B
KpanuBy. Tpexrogosanbii JparoMmump, CbiH
pblbaka Tpuram, NnpuaarasLLNi Ha nopore
XaTbl BCE YCUNSA K TOMY, UTOObI eLLe
60/bLUe NCnaykaTb 1 6e3 TOro rpsizHyto
pybaLLOHKy, packprnyancs, yCTaBMBLLNCH
NOIHBbIMU C/1e3 [/1a3aMy Ha Mpoe3XaBLLUero
MMMO BEPXOBOTO.

BegbMmak exan Mea/ieHHO, He MNbITasicb
onepeAnTb BO3 C CEHOM, 3aHNMAaBLUWIA BCO
LNPUHY YLl 3@ BeAbMaKOM, BbITAHYB
LIt 1 TO 1 AeN0 CUNbHO HaTArnBas
BepeBKY, TPYCU1 NPUBA3aHHBIN K NyKe ceana
HaBbtOYeHHbI ocen. Kpome 06bI4HOMo
rpy3a, ANVIHHOYXMIA TpyAdAra Talma Ha
CrrHe 60MbLUYHO LUTYKOBUHY, 06epHYTYHO
nornoHou. Cepo-6enbli 60K 0C/1a NOKPbIBaNN
YepHble MONOCKY 3aneKkLUencs KpoBMU.

He3HakomeL, He 6bla CTap, HO BONOCHI Y HEro
6b111 NOYTK coBepLLEeHHO 6enbiMmu. Moz
M1ALLOM OH HOCW MOTEPTYHO KOXaHYHo
KYPTKY CO LLUHYPOBKOW Yy rop/a 1 Ha pyKaBax.
Korga copocun nnawy, ctano BUAHO, YTO Ha
peMHe 3a CMUHOM Yy Hero BUCUT MeY. Huyero
CTPaHHOIO B 3TOM He 6b1710, B Bbiznme
MOYTK BCE XOA4WN C OpYXMeM, NpaBaa,
HNKTO He HOCU MeY Ha CrHe, CNOBHO YK
AN KONYaH.



http://www.englex.ru/

- WHreKc
y.

OHNavH-WKona
aHIMUIACKOro A3blKa

www.englex.ru

The stranger did not sit at the table with the
few other guests. He remained standing at
the counter, piercing the innkeeper with his
gaze. He drew from the tankard.

“We'll give you a hand,” the pockmarked man
hissed. He knocked the tankard from the
stranger’s hand and simultaneously
grabbing him by the shoulder, dug his
fingers into the leather strap which ran
diagonally across the outsider’s chest. One
of the men behind him raised a fist to strike.
The outsider curled up on the spot, throwing
the pockmarked man off balance. The sword
hissed in its sheath and glistened briefly in
the dim light. The place seethed. There was
a scream, and one of the few remaining
customers tumbled toward the exit. A chair
fell with a crash and earthenware

smacked hollowly against the floor. The
innkeeper, his lips trembling, looked at the
horribly slashed face of the pocked man,
who, clinging with his fingers to the edge of
the counter, was slowly sinking from sight.
The other two were lying on the floor, one
motionless, the other writhing and
convulsing in a dark, spreading puddle. A
woman'’s hysterical scream vibrated in the
air, piercing the ears as the innkeeper
shuddered, caught his breath, and vomited.

The stranger retreated toward the wall,
tense and alert. He held the sword in both
hands, sweeping the blade through the air.
No one moved. Terror, like cold mud, was
clear on their faces, paralyzing limbs and
blocking throats.

Three guards rushed into the tavern with
thuds and clangs. They must have been
close by. They had truncheons wound with
leather straps at the ready, but at the sight
of the corpses, drew their swords. The Rivian
pressed his back against the wall and, with
his left hand, pulled a dagger from his boot.

He3HakomeL, He npucen K cTony, rae
pPacnonoXnnncb HEMHOrOUYNCAEHHbIe
noceTUTEeNN, @ OCTaNCS Y CTOMKMY,
BHUMAaTENbHO M3y4Yas B3rNs40M
TpakTUpLLMKa. OH OTXNE6HYN N3 KPYXKKM.

— MbI Te NoAMOrHem, — npoLumnen Aplnaa.
OH BbIOWN Y pUBUIALLA KPYXKKY U,

04 HOBPEMEHHO CXBaTWVB OAHOW PYKO
naeyo, BMNWUICA NanbLaMu Apyron B pemMeHb,
nepecekarLLni HANCKOCh FPyAb Yyxaka.
OAVIH 13 CTOSIBLUMX MO33a4M pa3MaxHyncs,
coburpaschb yaapuTb. Yyxak pasBepHycs Ha
MecTe, BbI6MB psaboro 13 pasHoBecns. Mey
CBUCTHYJT B HOXHAaX 1 KOPOTKO BnecHyn B
cBeTe karaHues. [owwna kyTepbma.
MoAHANCA KpUK. KTO-TO 13 rocTeit KUHYNCS K
BbIX04y. C rpOXOTOM ynan CTON, FyXo
LWIMAKHYNaCb 06 NOJ MMNHAHAsA nocyaa.
TpakTNPLMK — ry6bl y Hero TpsacIncb —
rnagen Ha YyoBULLIHO pacceyeHHOoe N1Lo
psiboro, a TOT, BLENVBLNCb NanbLamu B
Kpaw CTOWKN, MeAIeHHO ocejarn, ncyesan n3
rnas, 6yaTo TOHyA. [lBoe Apyrnx nexanu Ha
nony. OANH He ABWUrancs, BTOPO U3BMBaJICA
N fepranca B 6bICTPO pacn/ibiBatoLLEnCs
TeMHoOW nyxe. B Bo3ayxe apoxan,
BBWHUYBAsACb B MO3T, TOHKW, UCTOLLHbIN
KPWK >XeHLLMHbI. TPaKTUPLLMK 3aTPSACCS,
XBaTWU/ BO3AyXa, M ero Havano pBaTb.

HesHakomew, oTcTynuna K cteHe. OKaBLUMIACS,
COB6pPaHHbIN, YyTKNIA. Mey OH gep>xan
06enMun pykamu, BOAS OCTPUEM MO BO3AYXY.
HunkTo He wesenunnca. CTpax, Kak XonoAHas
rpsi3b, 06nenun nnua, CBS3an YneHsbl,
3aTKHYN FNOTKW.

B TpakTup C LWYMOM U1 NIA3roM BOPBaIUCh
Tpoe CTPaXHWKOB. Buanmo, Haxoamnmce
Henoganeky. ObepHyTble peMHAMW ManuLbl
6bIN1V HAaroToBe, HO, YBUAEB TPYMbl, CTPAXM
TYT Xe BbIXBaTUAU Meuun. Pusmew, NpuabHyI
CMUHOM K CTeHe, 1eBON PyKOW BbITalLnN 13-
3a roNIeHNLLIA KNHXar.
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“Throw that down!” one of the guards yelled
with a trembling voice. “Throw that down,
you thug! You're coming with us!”

The second guard kicked aside the table
between himself and the Rivian.

“Go get the men, Treska!” he shouted to the
third guard, who had stayed closer to the
door.

“No need,” said the stranger, lowering his
sword. “I'll come by myself.”

“You'll go, you son of a bitch, on the end of a
rope!” yelled the trembling guard. “Throw
that sword down or I'll smash your head in!”

The Rivian straightened. He quickly pinned
his blade under his left arm and with his
right hand raised toward the guards, swiftly
drew a complicated sign in the air. The clout-
nails which studded his tunic from his wrists
to elbows flashed.

The guards drew back, shielding their faces
with their arms. One of the customers
sprang up while another darted to the door.
The woman screamed again, wild and
earsplitting.

“Ill come by myself,” repeated the stranger
in his resounding, metallic voice. “And the
three of you will go in front of me. Take me
to the castellan. | don’t know the way.”

“Yes, sir,” mumbled the guard, dropping his
head. He made toward the exit, looking
around tentatively. The other two guards
followed him out backward, hastily. The
stranger followed in their tracks, sheathing
his sword and dagger. As they passed the
tables the remaining customers hid their
faces from the dangerous stranger.

— bpocb! — paBKHYN O4UH N3 CTPaXXHUKOB
ApoXaluumm ronocom. — bpocb, 6aHatoral C
HamMu nonjeLls!

BTopoin TONKHYN CTON, MeLLaBLUniA eMy
NOAONTU K PUBNIALLY COOKY.

— Xwmu 3a ntogbmun, Yybumk! — KprKHYI oH
TOMY, YTO CTOSAN 6VXKE K SBEPU.

— He Hapo, — nporoBopua He3Hakomell,
onyckas mey. — Cam nowgy.

— lMongeLwb, NonjeLlb, CyYbe niems,
TO/IbKO Ha BepeBKe! — 3aopasn ToT, y
KOTOpOro Apoxan ronoc. — Knaa mey, He
TO 6aLLKy passanto!

Pusuel, BbINpAMUACA. BbICTPO NepexsBaTin
Mey NoJ NeBy PyKyY, a MPaBoOW, BbICTaBMB
ee B CTOPOHY CTPaXXHUKOB, HAa4YepTUA B
BO3ZyXe CNOXHbI 3HaK. CBEPKHY U
HabMBKW, KOTOPbLIMU BbIN FYCTO MOKPbITHI
ANVIHHbBIE, MO CaMble IOKTU, MaHXeTbl
KOXaHOW KYpPTKMW.

CTpaXXHWKN MOMEHTAJIbHO OTCTYMWN,
3aCN0HAa Nvua npegnievyssamum. KTo-T1o 13
rocTeil BCKOYWA, APYror MomMyancs K ABepu.
)XeHWwnHa cHoBa 3aBonwna. Anko,
MPOH3UTE/IbHO.

Cam nongy, — noBTOPWI HE3HaKOMeL,
3BYYHbIM METaNINYeCcKM ronocomM. — A Bbl
Tpoe — Bnepeaun. Begute Kk vnaty. {4 goporu
He 3Hato.

— [a, rocnogumH, — npo6opmoTan
CTPaXHWK, OMyCTMB ronoBY, 1, pobKo
031pasiCb, ABUHYNCA K BbIXOAy. [lBoe Apyrux,
NATACb, BbILLAW cefoM. HesHakomel, ybpas
Meu B HOXHbI, @ KUHXan 3a ronexHuLe,
nowuen 3a HUMK. Koraa oHY Npoxoamnnm
MWMO CTO/I0B, FOCTU NPUKPbIBaAM 1La
nosiamu KypTOK.
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